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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

82

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1744
MUSIC: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1830; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906

HYFRYDOL
8.7.8.7.D

(alternate tune: STUTTGART, 83)

With its opening “Come,” this hymn sounds the note of entreaty and invitation that characterizes the Advent
season (from the Latin adventus = “coming”).  Its blending of memory and hope helps us to give voice to our
present faith as we stand between the past and the future.
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O Come, All Ye Faithful
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

133

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; trans. Frederick Oakeley, 1841, alt.
MUSIC: John Francis Wade, c. 1743; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

ADESTE FIDELES
Irregular

From its Roman Catholic origins, this 18th-century hymn has spread to worldwide use by many
denominations in both Latin and vernacular versions. Once popular with a wide range of hymn texts,
this tune is now firmly associated with this Christmas text from which it is named.
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Away in a Manger
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

115

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Stanzas 1–2, Little Children’s Book for Schools and Families, c. 1885;
    stanza 3, Gabriel’s Vineyard Songs, 1892
MUSIC: James R. Murray, 1887

MUELLER
11.11.11.11

(alternate tune: CRADLE SONG, 114)

Though erroneously attributed to Martin Luther, this anonymous carol has North American roots, probably
originating among Pennsylvania Lutherans. Although more than forty melodies have been connected with
these words, this tune was among the earliest written for them.
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

119

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt.
MUSIC: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840; arr. William Hayman Cummings, 1855

MENDELSSOHN
7.7.7.7.D with refrain

Brought together in the mid-19th century, the text and tune of this familiar carol began in quite different
forms. The text had ten stanzas and began, “Hark, how all the welkin rings.” The tune was created for a
festival celebrating Gutenberg’s introduction of moveable type.
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We Three Kings of Orient Are
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

151

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1857, alt. KINGS OF ORIENT

8.8.8.6 with refrain

Although Christians had begun by the 2nd century to speak of these visitors from eastern countries
(Matthew 2:1–12) as “kings,” perhaps because of passages like Psalm 72:10 and Isaiah 60:3, it is more
accurate to think of them as magi or astrologers, the scholars of their day.
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Silent Night, Holy Night!
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

122

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Joseph Mohr, 1816; stanzas 1–3, English trans. John Freeman Young, 1863;
    stanza 4, English trans. Jane Montgomery Campbell, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1818
Korean Trans. © The Christian Literature Society of Korea

STILLE NACHT
Irregular

The tradition that this carol’s tune was created for guitar accompaniment at its first singing on Christmas
Eve 1818 seems reliable, though a recent find shows that the text was about two years old. But there is no
question that this is now a favorite Christmas carol worldwide.

GERMAN
1    Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
     Alles schläft, einsam wacht
     nur das traute, hochheilige Paar.
     Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
      schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,
     schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!

SPANISH
1    ¡Noche de paz, noche de amor!
      Todo duerme en derredor,
      entre los astros que esparcen su luz,
      bella, anunciando al niñito Jesús,
      brilla la estrella de paz,
      brilla la estrella de paz.

KOREAN
1     ������
��
����
��
��������
�������	
�������
����������

122-silent night holy-326.mus, Page 1



&

?

# #

# #

42

42

œœ ..œœ œœ
1
2
3
4 He

No
Joy
Joy

rules
more

to
to

the
let
the
the

œœ ..œœ œœ

..œœ jœœ
world
sins

earth,
world,

with
and
the
the

..œœ J
œœ

œœ œœ
truth
sor
Sav

Lord

and
rows
ior
is

.œ jœœ œ

.œ jœ

grace,
grow,
reigns!
come!

and
nor
Let
Let

.œ Jœ

..œœ J
œœ

..œœ jœœ

makes
thorns

all
earth

the
in

their
re

..œœ Jœœ

..œœ
na
fest

songs
ceive

.œ .œ -
- -
-

-

&

?

# #

# #

jœœ
tions
the
em
her

jœJœ

..œœ jœœ
prove

ground;
ploy,
king;

the
he

while
let

..œœ Jœœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ
glo
comes
fields
ev ery

and
to
riesœœ œœ

..œœ œœ œœ
jœœ

heart
floods,
make
of

pre
rocks,

his
hisœ jœ.œ Jœœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ
pare
hills,
bless
righ

him
and
ings
teousœœ œœ

..œœ œœ œœ
room,
plains
flow
nessœ jœ.œ

-
- -

-
- - -

&

?

# #

# #

jœœ
re
far
and

and

‰

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
heaven

peat
as

won

and
the
the

ders

na
sound
curse

of

ture
ing
is
his

Œ ‰ Jœœ
and

..œœ œœ œœ
sing,
joy,

found,
love,

and
re
far
and

œœ œœ œœ œœ
heaven and na ture

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ
heaven

peat
as

won

and
the
the

ders

na
sound
curse

of

ture

is
his

ing

˙sing,.œ
Jœ

and

- -
- - -

- -

-

-

&

?

# #

# #

..œœ œœ œœ
found,
love,

joy,
sing, and

re
far
and.œ jœœ œ œ œ

heaven and na ture

jœ œœ jœœ
heaven,
peat,
as,
won

and
re
far

ders,

Jœ

jœ œ.œ J
œœ

sing,

..œœ œœ œœ jœœ
heaven
peat
as
won

and
the
the

ders..œœ J
œœ

œœ œœ
na

sound
curse

of

ture
ing
is
hisœ œœœ œ

˙
sing.
joy.

found.
love.

˙

˙̇
-

- - -

- -

-

Joy to the World
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

134

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt.
MUSIC: Attr. George Frederick Handel, 1742; arr. Lowell Mason, 1836

ANTIOCH
CM with repeat

(alternate tune: RICHMOND, 266)

While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of
Psalm 98:4–9 in Christian terms, titling it “The Messiah’s coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” here is Jesus
Christ, rather than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
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Awake! Awake, and Greet
the New Morn

JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

107

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Marty Haugen, 1983, alt.
MUSIC: Marty Haugen, 1983
Text and Music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc.

REJOICE, REJOICE
9.8.9.8.8.7.8.9

After attending a carol concert, the author and composer of this hymn was moved to create a contemporary,
accessible carol that drew on the familiar images in a new way. There are echoes here of passages such as
Isaiah 9:6, Isaiah 7:14/Matthew 1:23, Isaiah 35:5–6, Isaiah 2:4.
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