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Shall We Gather at the River
A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH

375

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Robert Lowry, 1864 HANSON PLACE

8.7.8.7 with refrain

A Baptist pastor wrote this hymn while seated at his parlor organ. Created as an alternative to gloomy “river
of death” hymns, it is a celebration of the “pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb” (Revelation 22:1 KJV). 
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SERVICE MUSIC

582

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text; adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008
MUSIC: Paul M. Vasile, 2008
Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasile

GLORY TO GOD (Vasile)
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BAPTISM

480 Take Me to the Water

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: African American spiritual TAKE ME TO THE WATER

Irregular 

This African American spiritual sums up the commitment of a candidate for baptism: the request for the rite,
an expression of motivation, and a succinct affirmation of faith. The widening melodic lines build anticipation
and give weight to the final phrase of each stanza.
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BAPTISM

480 Take Me to the Water

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: African American spiritual TAKE ME TO THE WATER

Irregular 

This African American spiritual sums up the commitment of a candidate for baptism: the request for the rite,
an expression of motivation, and a succinct affirmation of faith. The widening melodic lines build anticipation
and give weight to the final phrase of each stanza.
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GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

69

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Daniel L. Schutte, 1981, alt.
MUSIC: Daniel L. Schutte, 1981; harm. Alfred V. Fedak, 2011
Text and Music © 1981, 2000 OCP 

HERE I AM (Schutte)
7.7.7.4.D with refrain

The stanzas here need to be understood as representing the voice of God, while the refrain (based on Isaiah
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How Firm a Foundation
THE WORD

463

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: “K” in John Rippons’s A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
MUSIC: American folk melody; Funk’s Genuine Church Music, 1832, alt.

FOUNDATION
11.11.11.11

It seems odd now to think of singing this text to ADESTE FIDELES, but mainline churches did so well into
the 20th century because of a cultural bias against shape note music. The vigor of the present tune seems
especially right for the final line’s reference to Hebrews 13:5.
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